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has described. The plan was audacious to the point of impudence, more especially as it had become known to the Directory at Corte that Luaen Bonaparte was openly boasting of having procured Paoh's disgrace Friends wai ned Napoleon that his life was unsafe, and that he must retreat to Ajaccio without delay He jumped upon his horse and rode for his life. At nightfall he i cached Bocognano, and was received by the Tusoh, but his enemy, Manus Peraldi, was riding posthaste upon his heels, and oh the next morning, as the young lieutenant was abou1*to resume his journey, he was taken by a band of Paohsts and shut up in the inn to await the pleasure and vengeance of his foes.
The traveller who passes through Bocognano must infallibly lunch at the H6tel de 1'Univers, for, despite its ambitious title, it is a clean and modest country hostelry Here he may fare on excellent potatoes, steamed in their jackets, and on a delicious bruccia^ as the national dish of curds, made with goat's milk, is termed. Then they will give you an omelette and fresh butter and excellent bread, and jam made from the native apple. And fortified by such a collation you may be prepared to survey, for it is but a few steps up the hill, a large slatternly green-washed building pretentiously labelled 'Gendarmerie Nationale' In the wall which looks down the valley towards Ajacao you will be shown near the ground a window, out of wliich, on that May morning, somewhere about the hour of de*jeuner, Lieutenant Bonaparte is said to have made his escape, with the help of Santo Ricci and other faithful friends, from the village of Bocognano.
The story of this adventure has been told by so many lips, and with so many variants and embellishing touches, that the historian may well despair of fixing every detail with certitude The most illustrious of the narrators is Napoleon'himself, who told Antommarchi at St. Helena that he managed'to cajole his captors to allow him] to stroll about in the open air, and that, seizing a pretext to withdraw, he made a sudden dash into the country. But the most elaborate and circumstantial account is the result of a judicial inquiry held at Bastia in 1855 for the purpose of ascertaining the identity of the man of